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Dear Editor,

On using spirometry, El-Moatasem and Abbass'
investigated in a case—control study whether intrathoracic
oscillations (IO) could influence lung function among
Egyptian children with cerebral palsy (CP). Statistically
significant differences were found between the cases
group and control group considering various components
of pulmonary function tests (PFT). Accordingly, they
concluded that IO might improve lung function in children
with CP.! In addition to the few study limitations mentioned
by El-Moatasem and Abbass,l we believe that the following
limitation is worthy to be considered. It is important to note
that testing pulmonary function helps in the diagnosis and
management of different lung conditions. Being a simple,
easy-to-perform, and non-invasive tool, spirometry offers
diagnostic data as reliable as testing done in a lung function
laboratory. It is often used to monitor the progression of pul-
monary disease and response to treatment. However, the utility
of spirometry relies upon reproducibility and standardization.
The predicted spirometric equations (PSE) based on various
variables such as age, weight, and height are usually employed
to accurately interpret the spirometric reading of different
components of PFT in research and clinical setups23 and
numerous pediatric population-specific PSE have been
formulated.*° Regrettably, El-Moatasem and Abbass' didn’t
explicitly specify pediatric PSE utilized in the methodology. As
a result, this methodological limitation might further demolish
the findings and conclusion of the study.
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