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Dear Editor,

We would like to highlight key findings from a recent
study examining the impact of interprofessional education
(IPE) on students’ perceptions of healthcare roles. The

research underscores the importance of IPE in fostering a
more comprehensive understanding of professional re-
sponsibilities in the healthcare system. The study revealed

that students who participated in a semester-long IPE pro-
gram became more aware of the contributions of other
healthcare professions, moving away from compartmental-

ized perceptions of professional roles.1

One of the most significant findings was the role of
interpersonal communication in shaping student percep-
tions. Those who engaged in face-to-face interactions with

peers from different disciplines reported more positive
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changes in their understanding of interprofessional collabo-
ration. Conversely, students who relied solely on email
communication demonstrated a higher tendency toward
negative perceptions, often citing misunderstandings or

perceived professional dominance.2 These results suggest
that direct interpersonal engagement is crucial for fostering
mutual respect and teamwork in healthcare education.

The implications of these findings for health professions
education are profound. To optimize the benefits of IPE,3

institutions should prioritize structured opportunities for

direct interaction, such as collaborative case discussions,
simulation exercises, and joint clinical experiences.4

Furthermore, interprofessional learning should emphasize

collaborative decision-making, ensuring that students develop
the skills necessary for integrated, patient-centered care.
Without intentional efforts to facilitate meaningful engage-
ment, IPE initiativesmay fail to produce the desired attitudinal

andbehavioral shifts needed for effective healthcare teamwork.
In conclusion, this study reinforces the value of well-

designed interprofessional education programs that

encourage direct communication and collaborative practice.
Ashealthcare becomes increasingly interdisciplinary, fostering
strong interprofessional relationships during training will be

essential in preparing future professionals for the complexities
of modern patient care.5 We encourage further exploration
into innovative IPE strategies that enhance communication
and teamwork among healthcare students.
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