
EDITORIAL 1
2025: A year of uncertainty and opportunity

for public health

Luke Wolfenden,1,* Terry Slevin2,3,4
1School of Medicine and Public Health, University of Newcastle, NSW, Australia
2Public Health Association of Australia, ACT, Australia
3College of Science and Medicine, Australian National University, ACT, Australia
4National Drug Research Institute, Curtin University, Western Australia, Australia
Editorial:
A
s we enter 2025, it is clear it will be a year that presents

considerable challenges to public health. The burden of

chronic disease1 on communities and our health systems
persists. While Australia and New Zealand have yet to record a human

case, the H5 avian influenza continues to spread internationally,2

including in the U.S., which has recorded its first associated death.3

Furthermore, the World Meteorological Organization4 reported global

temperatures in 2024 were the hottest on record, exceeding global

ambitions outlined in the Paris Agreement to limit increases to 1.5

degrees celsius above pre-industrial levels. As a result, health and

climate-related disasters, such as bushfires experienced in Australia in
2019-20 and currently being experienced in California will be more

likely.

The year has also begun with a rapid and disorienting pace of

change in the global health apparatus. U.S. leadership in many

areas of global health and research is uncertain, with its withdrawal

from global health institutions, including the World Health

Organization (WHO), its current pause on National Institutes of

Health administered research grants, and the proposed

appointment of Robert F Kennedy Jr as U.S Health Secretary, whose

publicly stated views on a range of public health policies have
being criticised as inconsistent with prevailing evidence.5,6 Recent

changes across major social media platforms, including the removal

of fact-checking processes, may exacerbate misinformation and

complicate efforts to address emerging global health threats or

emergencies.7 Advances in AI and other technologies also continue

to accelerate, and their impacts on health and well-being are

difficult to forecast.

The change in government in New Zealand in 2024 has seen a shift in

a range of health policies.8 In Australia, the outcome of the looming
federal election will significantly influence the direction of key reforms

in public health. The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) is

seeking responses from the major parties on our election priorities,9

including the creation of the Australian Centre for Disease Control

(ACDC). Such entities provide important infrastructure to better

coordinate infectious disease efforts and, hopefully, in the not-too-

distant future, non-communicable disease efforts. Currently, there is
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no public commitment from the Liberal or National Parties to support

the establishment of the ACDC. Ongoing reforms in the education

sector and major research funding schemes are also needed to ensure

we train and support public health practitioners and researchers
undertaking work to address priority health issues for our region.

There have also been calls to establish more transparent, reliable and

accountable funding mechanisms to strengthen the public health

system.10

In the face of such uncertainty, the community looks to the public

health and research workforce for stewardship. Australia (5th) and

New Zealand (9th) are ranked among the top 10 countries

internationally in community trust in scientists,11 who are considered

crucial to solving Australia’s biggest challenges.12 Australia and New

Zealand have a reputation for global public health leadership and

making valued contributions to the public health evidence-base. In

2025, such leadership will be paramount. For example, how global
institutions such as WHO respond to changes in its membership and

likely significant reductions in its funding from the U.S. remains to be

seen. However, such disruptions, both internationally and at home

present opportunities for reform to better serve public health. As a

current member of a range of international agencies, including the

WHO Executive Board,13 Australia is well-placed to help guide

improvements in global health. Mobilising communities, non-

government organisations, and professional societies within the
public health sector will help to ensure public health is advanced in

Australia and New Zealand.

We also recognise the important role that the ANZJPH plays in

ensuring and building trust in science and facilitating public health.

We are committed to upholding the integrity of the scientific

process, including quality peer review, and to prioritising the

publication of high-quality research aligned with public health
priorities. A trusted source of evidence for policy and practice

decision-making is one of our core objectives. While our

improvement processes will be ongoing, we have outlined

initiatives we will be undertaking in 202514 and will inform the

readership of changes to the editorial process to achieve this end.

As the theme of our Preventive Health Conference in 2025 reminds

us, “Prevention is Political”. High quality evidence should be at the
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forefront of influencing public health-relevant political decisions

that are so central to the current and future health of the

community in Australia and New Zealand.

Conflicts of interest

The authors have no competing interests to declare.

Funding

No specific funding was received for this work. LW receives salary

support from an NHMRC Investigator (L1) Fellowship (APP11960419)

and funding from the Public Health Association of Australia as the

Editor in Chief of the Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public

Health. LW is a Health Service Manager at Hunter New England

Population Health.

References
1. Health AIo, Welfare. Australian burden of disease study 2024. Canberra:

AIHW; 2024.
2. Australian Centre for Disease Control. Bird Flu 2025 [2025 January 30]. Available

from: https://www.cdc.gov.au/topics/bird-flu.
3. US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. H5 Bird Flu: Current Situation
2025 [2025 January 30]. Available from: https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-
summary/index.html.

4. WMO confirms 2024 as warmest year on record at about 1.55◦C above pre-in-
dustrial level [press release]. 10 January 2025.

5. BBC. Fact-checking RFK Jr's views on health policy. BBC News 2024 16
November 2024.

6. Hearing to consider the nomination of Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., of California, to be
secretary of health and human services: hearing before the senate committee
on finance(29 January 2025).

7. Jin SL, Kolis J, Parker J, Proctor DA, Prybylski D, Wardle C, et al. Social histories of
public health misinformation and infodemics: case studies of four pandemics.
Lancet Infect Dis 2024;24(10):e638–46.

8. Minister of Health. Government policy statement on health 2024 – 2027.
Wellington: Ministry of Health; 2024.

9. Public Health Association of Australia. Vote for public health. Australia. 2025
[2025 January 30]. Available from: https://voteforpublichealth.com/.

10. Shiell A, Garvey K, Kavanagh S, Loblay V, Hawe P. How do we fund Public Health
in Australia? How should we? Aust N Z J Publ Health 2024;48(5):100187.

11. Cologna V, Mede NG, Berger S, Besley J, Brick C, Joubert M, et al. Trust in sci-
entists and their role in society across 68 countries. Nat Human Behav 2025.
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-024-02090-5.

12. Science & Technology Australia. Australians urge business to back science 2023
[2025 January 30]. Available from: https://scienceandtechnologyaustralia.org.au/
australians-urge-business-to-back-science/.

13. Trade DoFAa. Global health initiatives 2025 [2025 January 30]. Available from:
https://www.dfat.gov.au/development/topics/development-issues/education-
health/health/global-health-initiatives.

14. Hall A, McCrabb S, Tong M, Gupta A, Poirier B, McHugh L, et al. Welcoming the
new ANZJPH editor-in-chief. Aust N Z J Publ Health 2025;49(1):100217.

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref1
https://www.cdc.gov.au/topics/bird-flu
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/index.html
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref8
https://voteforpublichealth.com/
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref10
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-024-02090-5
https://scienceandtechnologyaustralia.org.au/australians-urge-business-to-back-science/
https://scienceandtechnologyaustralia.org.au/australians-urge-business-to-back-science/
https://www.dfat.gov.au/development/topics/development-issues/education-health/health/global-health-initiatives
https://www.dfat.gov.au/development/topics/development-issues/education-health/health/global-health-initiatives
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1326-0200(25)00008-1/sref14

	2025: A year of uncertainty and opportunity for public health
	flink1
	References


